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U.S. Patent & Trademark Office 
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Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 1.56, the attention of the Patent and Trademark Office is hereby 
directed to the references listed on the attached Form PTO-1449. A copy of the foreign references 
listed on Form PTO-1449 is attached. 

The references listed on Form PTO- 1 449 were cited in the International Search Report, copy 
attached, issued in connection with the International Application from which the parent application is 
based. 

The above information is presented so that the Patent and Trademark Office may, in the first 
instance, determine any materiality thereof to the claimed invention. See 37 C.F.R. 1.104(a) and 
1.106(b) concerning the PTO duty to consider and use any such information. It is respectfully 



Serial No. 10/565,907 

requested that the information be expressly considered during the prosecution of this application, and 
that this reference be made of record therein and appear among the "References Cited" on any patent 
to issue therefrom. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed pursuant to 37 CFR 1.97(b)(3). 
Accordingly, no fee is due. Should a fee be required, the Conmiissioner is authorized to charge 
Deposit Account 19-4293. 



Respectfully submitted, 



STEPTOE &. JOHNSON LLP 




Roger W. Parkhurst 
Registration No. 25,177 



1330 Connecticut Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20036-1795 
Telephone: (202) 429-3000 



Sheet 1 of 1 



Form PTO-1449 U.S. Department of Commerce 
(Modified) Patent and Trademark Office 

Information Disclosure Statement 
by Applicant 

(Use several sheets if necessary) 

(37 CFR §1. 98(b)) 


Attorney's Docl<et No. 

28951.3131 


Application No. 

1 0/565,90 V ^ 


Applicant 

N.WAKITAetal IS 


Filing Date 

January 25, 2006 


Group Art Unit IB 'd> 

2879 "4 








U.S. Patent Documents 


Examiner 
Initial 


Desig. 
ID 


Patent 
Number 


Issue Date 


Patentee 


Class 


Subclass 


Filing Date 
If Appropriate 


/SR/ 


AA 


2003/0062520 


4/2003 


Toguchi et al 


257 


40 






AB 















Foreign Patent Documents or Published Foreign Patent Applications 


Examiner 
Initial 


Desig. 
ID 


Document 
Number 


Publication 
Date 


Country or 
Patent Office 


Class 


Subclass 


Translation 


Yes 


No 


/SR/ 


AC 


2003-122303 


4/2003 


Japan 






Partial 




/SR/ 


AD 


10-172767 


6/1998 


Japan 






Partial 




/SR/ 


AE 


5-3079 


1/1993 


Japan 






Partial 




/SR/ 


AF 


8-185983 


7/1996 


Japan 






Partial 




/SR/ 


AG 


9-7768 


1/1997 


Japan 






Partial 




/SR/ 


AH 


2001-338757 


12/2001 


Japan 






Partial 






AI 


















AJ 


















AK 


















AL 


















AM 


















AN 

















Other Documents (include Author, Title, Date, and Place of Publication) 


Examiner 
Initial 


Desig. 
ID 


Document 




AO 






AP 






AQ 






AR 






AS 





Examiner Signature 


/Sikha Roy/ 




Date Considered 06/07/2008 


EXAMINER: Initials citation co 
next communication to applican 


sidered. Draw lin 
t. 


e through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this fonn with 



Disclosure Fomi (PTO-1449) 



